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Dear Sal em
Hebrews 4 says,

“The word of God is living and active.
Shar per than any doubl e- edged sword,
it penetrates even to dividing soul

and spirit, joints and marrow, it judges
the thoughts and attitudes of the heart”
—Hebrews 4: 12

Many student - at hl etes have asked nme how
would | defend the Bible to soneone who
seriously questions its value for life and
faith today? First, you nust understand
that you can't “prove” to anyone that the
Bible is true. Only the Holy Spirit can

do that (John 7:17). But we do have good
reasons that provide a solid base to put
our trust in God s Wrd.

THE BIBLE IS H STORI CALLY ACCURATE

The writers of Scripture gave careful
attention to detail. This shows that they
were concerned with an accurate record

of words and events. The historical and
geogr aphi cal data that the Bible presents
has been confirmed by other books,
docunents, and archeol ogi cal discoveri es.
Then there’s the specific prophecies
concerning O d Testanent Israel, its

nei ghboring countries, and Jesus Chri st
have been fulfilled in great detail
(I'saiah 52:13-53: 12, Matthew 8: 16-17;
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Mat t hew 27: 30- 31).
THE BI BLE | S REMARKABLY CONSI STENT

Witten over 1500 years by 40 different authors
in 3 | anguages, the Bible presents a unified
description of who God is and what He pl anned for
manki nd. The plan of salvation is the focus of
the Word of God from Genesis to Revel ation.

THE BI BLE | S WONDERFULLY PRESERVED

No ot her book in history even cones close to

mat chi ng the nanuscript evi dence that points to
the conclusion that the translati on we have today
accurately expresses what was originally witten.

THE BIBLE IS H GHLY RECOMVENDED

First, the Bible comes reconmended by those whose
opi nion should matter, the witers thensel ves
(Jeremiah 1; 2 Tinothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:21).
Second, Jesus considered the A d Testanent to be
God’s authoritative revelation (Luke 24:47). The
New Testanent is a record of His life and in-
spired teachings and the teachings of Hi s disci-
ples to doubt the truthfulness of the Bible is to
guestion the word of Jesus.

Third, you and | have experienced the bl essings
of claimng and walking in the fullness of God' s
Wrd. Hi's pronises have sparked a deep abi di ng
hope within us and to nmultiplied thousands of

ot her Christians.

There’s no other book like the Bible. It’'s
accurate in what it records, consistent in

its nmessage, preserved in its contents, and
recomrended by those who know. The bottomline
is this: you don’t have to have a degree in
archeol ogy or theol ogy or know Greek and Hebrew
to have certainty about the truthful ness of the
Bible. | challenge those | w tness to, who
question the Bible, read it and at the sane tine
ask God to prove Hinself and H's Wrd to their
heart. And you'll cone to the place where you
will say, “lI know the Bible are true!”

Upwar d bound,
Past or Pat

- Salem Evangelical Church - Marion, Ohio (740) 387-7560 -
- Changing Lives . . . Transforming Hearts -




CONSISTORY NEWS

FEBRUARY 2006

TREASURE’S REPORT:
INCOME: $10,370.45
EXPENSES: $9591.71

OLD BUSINESS

Faith Promise Cards
$43,942.00 - Current
$2,080.00 - Wider
$46,022.00 - Total Pledged

e Snow Removal
e Spring Revival
e checking on frequent flyer miles
NEW BUSINESS

e Considering afinancial gift to help
The Pilgrim Congregational Church of
Plymouth, Pennsylvania

o Tabled until March meeting

IT TAKES ONLY A MOMENT
TO BE KIND, BUT THE
RESULTS CAN LAST
FOREVER!

Pastor’s Fellowship

Sunday, March 19 at 6 PM - Pastor Pat &
Diane will open their home for a Bible study
and fellowship. Everyone is invited to come
and learn more of God’s Word.

This 6 weeks study will be covering:
“The Holy Spirit and the Believer”

There is a workbook for this study. So plan
now to join the group, let Pastor Pat know
you'd like to be a part of this group.

GOD'S COACHING TIP

IF YOU'RE NOT FISHING,
YOU'RE NOT FOLLOWING!

Jesus came to seek and to save the lost; and
since you're His follower, witnessing should
be a priority. No matter what your occupation,
you're to be a “fisher of men” (Matthew 4:19).
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MOVIE & A PIZZA NITE
SATURDAY NITE, MARCH 25th
6 PM - IN THE YOUTH ROOM

MOVIE: LEFT BEHIND




CHECK YOUR PRAYER LIFE -

Here are 10 questions for you to evaluate your prayer life. Your answers will give you an
accurate picture of your communion with the Lord.

NooakswNE

“pray without ceasing”?

o

me to pray for them?

Is praying more of a duty to me than a privilege?

Am | conscious of the presence of God when | pray?

Do thanksgiving and worship have a prominent place in my prayer time?

Have my prayers been hindered by laziness, inconsistency, or awrong attitude?
Are my prayers powerless because of disobedience or a lack of Bible study?

Does my prayer life have disciple to pray at certain times of the day?

Do | have a prayerful attitude throughout the day that | fulfill the biblical command to

Have | the habit of using a prayer list, specifically remembering those who have asked

9. Do I study the Bible so that | can be confident of praying according to God’s will?
10.Have | had any recent prayers answered? Did | give God the glory for meeting my

need?

There are many more questions that could be added to this list, but | hope that these 10
are enough to make you call out and say, “Lord, teach me to pray”!

THE NOISE OF THE CROWD

The UPI news service reported that
immediately following a soccer game in
Athens, Greece, 21 people died and more
than 50 were injured. The tragedy occurred
when a wildly excited crowd responded to the
victory of their team by blindly rushing out of
the stadium. What they didn’t realize was
that a gate at the bottom of one of the 20
staircases was locked. As the shouting,
cheering mob reached the gate, many people
were knocked down and trampled by the
shoving, falling masses behind them. When
the gate gave way, the crowd rolled over
those who had fallen. Police explained that the
fans racing down a narrow concrete stairway
and into a curving corridor were cheering and
celebrating so loudly that they couldn’t hear
the screams of those in front who had fallen
down.

This kind of mindless activity does not happen
just at soccer games. In a subtle and even
more tragic way it goes on around us every
day. We may not be shouting or blindly
running in a crowd, yet we go along, oblivious

to the fact that people are hurting and dying
and entering eternity without Christ. Often we,
like millions of others, become so absorbed

in our own affairs that we fail to hear the

cries of those up ahead who are hurting and
without hope. In a sense, our lack of love, our
lack of seriousness, our lack of concern is
contributing to their problem.

“...live soberly, righteously,
and godly, in this present age”
-Titus 2:12

We are to pass
on our faith in
Christ and live
in sensitivity to
the Holy Spirit
and others
without which
we’'ll never
hear the cries
for help above
the noise of the
crowd.
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